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PROBLEM W/TH CRIME IS M£,Z CAH'T LOOK AT THAT ...SHOTOR STABBEP OR TOO STUPID, OR TOO 

THE /MORE YOU KNOW, THE POORWAY OVER THERE JUST BEATEN TO PEATH CIMIZEO ONES THE 

MORE NERWUS IT MAKES WITHOUT 7HIHKIMS Of THE BECAUSE THEY WERE TOO SAME AS THE OTHER TN 

YOU. SEVENTY-TWO CORPSES TVE STUPTP 70 KEEP 7H£TR GOTHAM C/TY 



I ERSS A LK3U0R STORE, 
PUN MV EYES OVER THE RI&P 
FEATURES OF THE HUNK OE 
METAL THAT USER TO BE A 
FRiENPiy MERCHANT. 



I WONPER HOW MANY MEN 
HE'S HALT TO KILL , OUST 



I CURSE SARAH, HOT 
MEANING IT, FOR HER 
HIPPIE VE6ETARMN 
RECIPES AND THE BERN 
SPROUTS SHE FORGOT 
TO PICKUP. 



PYING AVEVER SEEMEP 
PEAL ROME WHEN I WAS 


YOUN6... 



THEN MY CIGAR POES ITS 
USUAL ANN I COUGH UP 
A LOAN OF 7HE BROWN 
STUFF 



FOP SOME REASON! WANT 
70 SEE BPUCE -WOT TO 
TALK... 1 MEAN SURE, TO 
FALK, ANP MAYBE TO 
PRINK. EVEN THOUGH HE 
SEEMS TO HAVE GIVEN 



I SEE A HIGH -PR/CEP CAR, A YOUNG BO/ PASHES PAST 

GLEAM/N6 LIKE NEW TN ME, HEALTHY, VIRTY, ANP 

THE STREETLKSHZ ONCE A BEAUTIFUL. ynuPON'T 

SYMBOL OE WEALTH ANP you non r 

POWER / HOW JUST AHOTHER 

Target yn a c/tycf 
VICTIMS. 


WANT 70 KHOW 
WHAT HE MAKE6 
METH/HKOF. 



Z'MAMAZEP-ASMYHEAP THEN I SUCK IT A6A/N. 



SUPPEHLY THE HA/R l HEAR A GIRLISH 6166LE 

BRISTLES OH 7HE BACK OF AHP THE COLP , O/LEP 

MY NECK. SOUNP OF A GUN BEING 










COMM/SS/CNER-- 
Ydoctustshot a 

BOY. NOW DOES 
7HAT FEEL? 

commissioner?.. ■ 



DON'T CALL USA 6AH&. 
VONTORU US CRIMINALS. 

we are rue law. we fee 
THE FUTURE. GOTHAM CITY 
BELONGS TO THE MUTANTS. 
SOON me WORLD vwu. 

Be OURS. 



THANK YOU, HERNANDO. 
7H/S TS THE THIRD 
A7T£/YIPT ON GORDONS LYRE 
/N7H£ THREE WEEKS SYNCS 
7HE LEADER OF THE 
MUTANT ORGANIZATION 
THROE NTS VYPEO TAPED 
DEATH TREAT... 



GORDON, FAC/N6 MANDATORY 
RE77REMENT LATER 7H/S 
WEEK, HAS OTTERED 70 
STAY AT THE JOB UNT/E 7HE 
MUTANT CRISIS HAS BEEN 
RESOLVED. POLYCE MED/A 
RELATIONS DIRECTOR LOWS 
GALLAGHER HAD TH/STOSAY... 



WE W/LL KILL THE OLD 
MAN GORDON. HIS WOMEN 
WIU WEEP FDR HIM. WE 
WILL CHOP HIM. WE WIU 
6RIND HIM. WE WIU 
BATHE IN HIS BLOOD. 


N/CEOFJYM to offer, but 
1 THINK WE ALL KNOW 
7HIN6S 'LL COOL OUT ONCE 
HE STEPS DOWN. TNE 
MUTANTS HAVE A THING 
ABOUT HIM-. .NO, l THINK 
IT'S HME FOR NEW BLOOD- ■ 



I MYSELF W/LL MU. THE 
ECOC BATMAN. I W/U 
R/P THE MEAT FROM HIS 
BONES AND SUCK THEM 
OR Y. I WILL EAT HIS 
HEART AHD CRAG HIS 
BODY THROUGH THE 
STREET. 


STRANGELY, TNAT ' NEW BLOOD 
HAS YET TDBEOEF/CFAUY 
ANNOUNCED. WH/LE 
INSPECTOR JOHN DALE 
SEEMS TO BE THE CXNIOUS 
CHOICE, THE MAYOR HAS 
YET TO COMMIT H/MSELF. . . 







Z'MSTFU POOLING 
OPINIONS. 

I 'M STILL POOLING 
OPINIONS. 


WITH A SCANT S/K HOURS 
REMAINING, THE QUESTIONS 
HAN6 IN THE AIR-- WHO 
W/LL REPLACE JIM GORDON? 
AND \Nm WILL BECOME 
THE OFFICIAL POSITION ON 
THE BATMAN? TOM? 


GOOD QUESTION, COLA. 
MRS. JOYCE RIDLEY WAS 
ADMITTED TO A PRIVATE 
HOSPITAL UPSTATE FOR 
PSYCH/ATR/C OBSERVATION 
FOLLOWING HER COLLAPSE 
THIS MORNING. 


HER TEN- YOON TH BABY, 
KEV/N, HEIR TO THE 
R/DLEY CHEW/N6 GUM 
FORTUNE, /SS7ILL 
M/SS/N6. ANYONE WITH 
INFORMATION IS URGED 
TO CALL 7HE CRISIS 
HOTLINE... 
















7HESE-AND MANY, 

many others- - are 

7HE REACTIONS TO A 
PHENOMENON THAT HAS 
STRUCK A NERVE CENTER 
IN OUR SOCIETY- - 7HE 
RETURN OF THE BAM AN. 


70NI6H7, WE mu EXAMINE 
HIS IMPACT ON OUR 
CONSCIOUSNESS . FROM 
METROPOLIS - WE HAVE 
LANA LANG, MANAGING 

editor oe the daily 
PLANET... 




. . . CTO/N/N6 US FROM 
GOTHAM CITY- PR. 
BARTHOLEMEYV WOLPER , 
POPULAR PSYCHOLOGIST ANO 
SOCIAL SCIENTIST, AUTHOR 
OETHE 8EST-SEUJN6 
"HEY- -I'M OKAY". , . 


...WITH US TONIGHT 
FROM HIS OFFICE /N 
WASHINGTON— 
PRESIDENTIAL- MEDIA 
ADVISOR 
CHUCKBRICK. 



PR. WOLPER- -YOU HAVE 
CLAIMED THAT THE BATMAN 
IS NTMSELE RESPONSIBLE 
PORTAE CRIMES HE FIGHTS. 
ST/U, CRIME PATES HAVE 
SHOWN A STEADY PROP TN 
THE WEEKS SINCE HTS RETURN. 
HOW VO YOU EXPLAIN THIS ? 


I'M 6LADY0UASKEDME THAT 
QUESTION, TED. IT TS TRUE THAT 
THIS BATMAN HAS TERRORIZED 
THE ECONOMICAU V DIS- 
ADVANTAGED AND SOCIALLY 
MISALIGNED— BUT HIS 
EFFECTS ARE FAR FROM 
POSITIVE. 


PICTURE PIE PUBLIC PSYCHE 
ASA VAST, MOIST MEMBRANE 
-~7WROC/Gn THE MEPfA/ 
8ATMAN HAS STRUCK THIS 
MEMBRANE A VICIOUS BLOW, 
AND TT HAS RECOILED. HENCE 
YOUR MISLEADING STATISTICS. 


BUT YOU SEE, TED, THE 
MEMBRANE IS FLEXTBLE- 
ANP PERMEABLE. HERE 
THE MORE SIGNIFICANT 
EFFECTS OF THE BLOW 
BECOME CALCULABLE, EVEN 
PREDICTABLE TOWN— 






every anthsoc/al act can 
BE TRACED TO /RPESPONStBLE 
media input, g/ven m/s, 

THE PRESENCE OP SUCH AN 
ABERRANT, VIOLENT FORCE 
IN THE MED/A CNN ONIY 
LEAP TO ANH-SOC/AL 

PROGRAMMING. 


just ns napvydent- - 

WHO'S RECOVERING STEHOriy, 
THNN/CS FOR ASKING — 
ASSUWIEP THE POLE OP 
IDEOLOGICAL DOPPELGANGEP 
TO THE BATMAN, SO N WHOLE 
NEW GENERATION, CONTUSED 
ANDANGRY- 


— WILL BE SENT 70 THE 
MATRIX OP 8HTW1NN '£ 
FATH0L06/CAL SELF-DELUSION. 
BATMAN IS, IN THIS CCWTEXT- 
NNP PARDON THE TERA- 
N SOC/NL DISEASE . . . 


THAT'S LANA-- 

THE PLEASE- - 

DUMBEST THE 
LOAD NETWORK- 

OP... 



/HR. 8RTCK- THE PRESPENT 
HASREMAINEPSILENTON 
THIS ISSUE. DON'T TOU-ANP 
HE-PEEL THAT THE 
NATIONAL UPROAR OYER THE 
BATMAN WARRANTS, IP NOT 
ACTION, A STATEMENT OP 


HECK, TEP. HE'LL GET AROUND 
TO A PRESS CONFERENCE 
SOONER OR LATER. 8UTTHE 
PRESIDENT'S GOT TO PEER 
HIS EYE ON THE 0/6 
PICTURE, Y'RNOW? AND 
THIS BATMAN FLAPTRAP, 
WELL. 


1 MEAN, BATBOY'P BE 
PUSHIN6 SIXTY BY NOW- - 
IE HE EWER WAS REAL ■ 
FUNNY HOBOPy'S EVER 
TAKEN H PICTURE OF HUY. . . 
MIGHTY FUHNY, 7 SAY. . 


SUPPORTER. HOW CAN 
YOU CONDONE BEHAVIOR 
THAT'S SO BLATANTLY 
ILLEGAL 7 WHAT ABOUT 

DUE PROCESS ■ -C/V/L RIGHTS ? 


...ITS NOISY, ALL RIGHT. THAT 

bis cape and pomr EARS 

- - IT'S GREAT SHOW BIT. 
AND YOU KNOW THE 
PRESIDENT KNOWS H/S SHOW 
8!Z . YOU OUST KEEP YOUR 


. . . PRETTY SOON NOW THE 
PHTIN6SU DROP ON 
THIS ONE AND /T'U. BLOW 
OVER. BES/PES, 1 THINK 
THE WHOLE THING'S JUST 
AS LIKELY H HOAX. 




WE LIVE IN THE SHADOW 
OF CRIME, TED, WITH THE 
UNSPOKEN UNDERSTANDING 
THAT WE ARE t/TCT/Mf- - OP 
FEAR, OP VIOLENCE, OP 
SOCIAL IMPOTENCE. 


A MAN HAS RISEN TO 
SHOW US THAT THE POWER 
IS, AND ALWAYS HAS 8EEN, 
IN OUR HANDS, WE ARE 
UNDER S/E6E -HE'S 
SHCVHN& U$ THAT WE 
CAN RES/ST. 




NEXT UP- 
F/6HT/N& 

CRIMES. 


...I THINK 
I'M BLEEDING/ 
/MAN... I NEED 
i A DOCTOR... 


C-CA N'T 
.S&f, /MAN. 


WHATIS...ON 

NNFACE... 


DEAL 

IS... 


NO S53RS, 
MAN...I 
WALK... 


...WHAT 
DO yOU SAY/ 
MAN? 


LAN ft- -YOU 
HAVEN'T EXACTLY 
ANSWERED MY 

QUESTION. 


OUITE AN ^ 
ARSENAL 
VDU AND 
VOUR BUDDIES 
^ HAD.. . ^ 


VOU VE 
SOTA 
MOTHER, 
DON'T VOU? 
EVERY PUNK 
SHOULD 
HAVE A 
MOTHER,.. 


' I'M THE 1 
WORST 
NIGHTMARE 
VOU EVER 
HAD, KIND 
THAT MADE 
VOU WAKE UP 
SCREWING 
FORVCUR i 
k MOTHER.. A 


CO VOU 
KNOW 
WHO T 
AM/ 
PUNK?. 


THE. MS’ 
WAS NOTH INS 
SPECIAL, OF 
^ COURSE.. 


WH... 

WHERE 

AMI., 


WH.. 


^ SAME KIND 
ANOTHER MEMBER 
OF VOUR GANG 
TRIED TO USE ON 
JWV7 60RD0N. 


...BUT THAT 
SMITH £ 
WESSON AH 
VOUR PAL WAS 
CARRYIN&- 


VOUME GOT ^ 
A SS.TOF 
TEETH LEFT. 
AND I HAVEN'T 
EVEN TOUCHED 
YOUR TONGUE... 


ESPECIALLY since 
IT WAS ADAPTED 
FOR A SILENCER. 

YOU JUST DON'T 
RUN ACROSS THAT- - 
NOT OUTSIDE OF 
MILITARY 
INTELLIGENCE, a 


— VOU KNOW 
WHICH PAL/ 
THE ONE VOU 
RERFORATEP- 


T SO FILL ME 
IN , PUNK--THE 
MUTANTS HAVE 
A WHOLESALE 
DEAL WITH THE 
ARMY?^ 


BUT THAT 
/WSO OF XXIRS 
— THATS „ 
► COMBAT 
WEA/WRY. 


— THAT 
PISTOL WAS 
ODD. 


MAN 


I DON'T THINK 
VOU UNDERSTAND 
THE SITUATION. 
YOU'RE NOT IN 
A POSITION TO 
NEGOTIATE. 


LET ME 
SHOW YOU.. 











IT'S THE TRAIN, THINKS 
MARGARET CORCORAN. 
MY LESS NEVER HURT 
UKE THIS WHEN 1 
WAIT THE TABLES ■ 


THE TRAIN- 
!T WON'T LET 
THE TWIN L/E 
/NMYCALVES 
MERE I'M 
USED TO IT. 


VARICOSE VEINS, THE DOCTOR 
SHIP. EASY FOR H/M TO TELL 
HER TO GW T HER JOB. EASY 
TOR Him TO TALK ABOUT 

SURGERY 


SURGEM.wm HO INSURANCE 
AND TWO PAYMENTS LEFT ON 
JAMIE'S BRACES AND THE 
TURN-OPE NOTICE FROM THE 
EIECTR/C COMPANY INI TH 
W/NTER ON /7S WAY. 


SHE FEELS THE METAL 
SQUARE /NS/DE HER PURSE 
AND SMILES. 


ALMOST NOBODY T/PS 
ANYMORE. BUT AN UPTOWN 
DRUNK LETT TEN DOLLARS 
ON THE TABLE TDN/GHT. WHAT 
W/TH THE TWV-OTP NONCE 
IT WAS WRONG TO SPEND THE 
TLPON THE PAIN. 


BUT YOUNG ROBERT’S 

ART TEACHER SAYS HE 
HAS TALENT... 


SHE ATCTURES ROBERT’S 
ABLE LITTLE HANDS, 
H/S EAGER SMILE.. . 


HER PURSE STRAP 8/TES ... AND MARGARET CCRCORAN, 
INTO HER SHOULDER... WHO HAD HOT PLEADED 

WITH BLUE CROSS WHEN 
THEY CANCELLED HER 
INSURANCE CR WHH 
CITICORP WHEN THEY 
REPOSSESSED HER CAR.. . 


RUMBLES TO A STOP. SHE 
HEARS THEM LACA5H. 


SHE LANDS HARD ON THE 
CEMENT, 8UT IT ONLY 
HURTS. 


SHE FEELS THE SQUARE OR 
METAL AND THANKS 60D 
AND CAN'T HELP BUT CRY. 


THEN SHE FEELS SOMETHY/YG 
HEAVY AND ROUND L/HE AN 
APPLE TN HER PURSE... 







^ we coin ' ^ 

crimes, n wn~ 1 
AN WE8EHINP ^ 
s (JteWT-SOTNO 
y~—1 T//MEFER. 

\ fC) l speeches - 


THE 

PC/MR 


^WDRPS ^ 
COME«?WV/ 
/MAN- > 


1 LOATHE 

THE PUMP. 


not mw 

SPEECHES, MW. 
TA1XIN w, sot 
AN HOUR TO 
/MAKE THE PUMP. 

OKAV/ b| 

om- 


ca 


the sharp 
at sate 
TWEU/E/S 
HOPPING OFF 
WHEAT FIND 
THETWCRS. 
theyarent 
EVEN LOCKED, 


XXSCOULP 
flWfflW 
A SMALL. 

GOVERNMENT 

w/th m/s much 

F/REFOWER. 


SL/r/rs 

the mutants 

—ANP/T 
SOI/WPS MAJOR 


... STo/aus reunion of ME 
R/PLEY FAMILY. AND NOW, 
ASAD NO/E- FOUR-STAR 
GENERAL NATHAN BRI66S 
LSPEAP, A A APPARENT 
SUratPE. RELATIVES SAY 
BR/&&S HAP BEEN 
VIOLENTLY REPRESSER. . . 


, , . SINCE H/S INSURANCE 
COMPANY REFUSER TO 
SPONSOR A RARE 
TREATMENT THAT MATY 
HAVE SAVEO HIS W/EE , 
WHO TS PY/NG FROM 
HOPSR/N'S DISEASE FH 
OMERHEWS... 


1/ 

YENS 


WAR THEY 


WANT—T'YE 


6DT JUST 

J 

7HEMIN6... 


...POLICE MEDIA PTRECTOR 
LOU/S SAU ASHER HAS 
FROM/SEP AN ANSWER 
scmro THE QUES7TCW MATS 
ON EVERYONE'S WUNP- WHO 
WILL BE THENEWPOUCE 
COMMISSIONER OF GOTHAM 
CITY?... 









IMSURFRISEP 7H£P£ 

is a controversv. 

HIS ACTIONS ARE 

CHreGORKAuy cri/tvnal. 

I WILL HAVE mm 
BROUGHT TO TR/AL 

EFCuse me P... 


.■■YES. T'LLBE GREOIFIO .MV 
FIRST ACT AS POL/ca 
COMMISSIONER WILL BE TO 
issue AN ARREST WARRANT 
FOR me BflWN ON 
CHARGES OF ASSAULT, 
BREAKING ANP ENTERING, 
CREATING A PUBLIC HAZARP. . 


LITTLE MORE \F WOMAN. 
THAN HALF \ CHRIST 

me age of 

THE MAN SUES 

REPLACING, 

ELLEN YINDEL 
IS- 








" THEY CALI US 
A GAN6. THEY 
CALL US A MCE 

THEy wink we 

JUST NOISY 
K A YDS. y 


7HE PUMP 

STRETCHES OUT 
OF SI6HT FROM 
THEFAR8ANK 

of me west 

wet. r/n 

TOLD IT BY PS 
SOMEWHERE 
BEFORE THE 

FARMLANDS. 


IT SMELLS OF 
ROT AND RUST— 
ITS ft BREEDING 
GROUND FOR 
INSECTS AND 
RODENTS. 


ICUTTHE 
EN&/NE AND 
LISTEN TO ONE 
OFTHE 
RODENTS. 


''ONLY WHEN THEY 
DTE Si OUR HANDS 
ANP SEE THEIR 
WOMEN RAPED 
WILL THEY KNOW... 


Gotham ary 
BELON6S TO 

we mdfahfs.' 


I USTEN FOR 
ASLON6ASZ 
CAN STOMACH 

rr... 


TARE THE 
SUNS. TAKE 
WB BOMBS. 
STORM . 
POLICE <4 
HEAP' 
QUARTERS. . 


'r MY 

TRUNCHEON 
WILL CARRY 
IT THROUGH 

r we 

STREETS. 


'mm me. 
we HEAD 

OF THE OLD 
/VIAN 

, 60RD0N. 


...THEHT 
LET7HEM 
KNOW I'M 
HERE. 


T I SHALL 
CRUSH we 

K FODL--^ 


8ATMA fi> 









THE BAT/AOB/LE ■ - THAT'S 
WHAT YOU CALLS’ /T, P/CH. 


H/WP OF /VAYY1E A 
HtP WOL/LP CO/AE 
C/FW/TH... 





» THEY POH'T 
Ad EVEN WAIT 
■ FOR THE 

PAPER. 

XV 

you/va PEOPLE ■ 
7HESE PAYS. ■ ■ | 





? ^^7/vsnI 



1 

~~r / JL y7 


X y / \| P 



LIILPhIJT!. 


■ r' , 







Z MODIFIED HER DURING 
some nasty riots 

FIFTEEN YEARS AGO- THE 
ONLY THING I KNOW OF 
THAT CAN CUT THROUGH 
HER HIDE ISN'T FROm 
THIS PLANET 


THE MUTANTS USE HAND 6REN APES. 
THEY USE ROCKET LAUNCHERS. 
SO/AETHING 80UNCES OFF THE 
HULL THAT MUST HAYE COME FROM 

A BAZOOKA. 







X CALL 
YOU 

COWARD: 


SPOT- 

PINNER 

HON. 


DIDN'T 
m HAVE 
A HID?... 


THANKS; 

BASE. 


com E 

COWARD-- 
FACEM E~ 


-1H!U 
you- EAT 
HDU HEART- 


7HE CAST SHOTS HAVE 
STOPPED ECHO/NS... 
8UT THE MOANS AND 
CATES WU. CONTINUE 
CONG TN707HEW/6HT.. 


Z TEEL THE EA1PT/ SEAT BES/OE 
/HE AHP ONCE A6A/N I TH/HK 
OF YOU, P/EH. . . I TOOK AT THE 
ONE CREATURE WHO ISN'T 
WOUNDED OP HIDING... 


WE ONLY FOUGHT 

HUMANS... 








...BUTTHERE 
HE/S, P/CK 

— me 

mutant 

LEADER... 


~ MASTER 
BRUCE-COME 
IN/ PLEASE 
— MASTER 
- BRUCE... 


...A KIND 
OFEV/L WE 
NEVER 

DREAMED 

OF... 


... THERE 
HE/S- 
SOUARE 
/N/rrv 
SI6HTS. 


AND THERE'S 
ONLY OWE 
TH/N6 TO 
DO ABOUT 
ATM THAT 
MARES ANY 
SENSE 
TOME— 


...EVERY MUSCLE 

A STEEL SPRIN6" 
READY TO 
LASHOUT- 


- JUST TRESS 
THE 7RYG6ER 
AND BLAST 
HIM FROM 
THE RACE OF 
THEEARTH. 


...I CAN'T TH/NR 
OEA S/N6LE 
REASON TO LET 
H/YYILLVE. 


EXCEPT HE’S GOT 

EXACTLY TNE P/ND 
OF 80PY I W/SHHE 
DIDN'T HAVE,.. 


...YNH/S 

PHYSICAL 

PRTME... 


...POWERFUL, WITHOUT 
ENOU&H BULK TOSLOW 
HLM DOWN,. . 


COME ON, 

MSN — you 

80R/N 
. MB — 


' /PASTER \ 
BRUCE - 
YOU'VE SHUT 
DOWN 

\jyeaponslA 


...AND T 
HONESTLY 
DON'T KNOW 
/FI COULD 
BEAT H/M, 


R CAN'T Hffl/E 
A 8 PCK 
DOOR , ALFRED 
/VII&HT8E 
TEMPTED TO 
USE IT. 








ft BEAUTY 
TO HIS 
SOCARPLEXIS 
-- 1 WORRY 
HE YYU&HT 
PROP TOO 
SOON- 


I MAKE 
H/M EAT 
SOME 

GARBAGE- 


-THEN * 
1 HELP HIM 

SWALLOW 

IT. 


--THEN 
H/S CLAWS 
D/G> INTO 
MY BACK -- 


-H/S E/LEO 
TEETH LIKE 
RAZORS 
/N MY 
TRAPEZIUS- 


HE'S RfGHT- 
HE HAD 
ALL THE 
TIMEIN7HE 

WORLD- 














-ax/r/- 

ORAY-- 


"/W 

/vivctf- 


SETTIN 

7/E7EP, 

olpnian? 


--ONE 70 THE 
NECK- SHOULD 
TEACH H/M 
BRAND -HEW 
K/ND5 OAfA/N- - 


i®@<$ 














-/vo-don't 

60 WTO 

SHOCK... 


you were 

ALWAYS... 


■ ./AY LLTTLE 

/nowKey 

WRENCH... 


...DON'T 

GO/NTO 

SHOCK... 


...ROB/N- 

7HEBOY 

HOSTAGE.. 

THAT'S 

WHAT 

TWD-EACE 

CALLED 

you... 


...HEH...)CU 
HATED THAT.. 


\...<3DT YOURSELE 
TN DEEP A6A/H, 
D/CK.. . 



... ALWAYS... /N 1 
OYER YOUR 

HEAP... 



mrjMfiwn 

Mi 


















Illliiiiilllllllililll 



FT but if that 
8ROTVCO UP mo 
KICKS THE FEATCE 
OUT AND GETS THE 
OTHER HORSES 
CRAZX.. WELL, IT'S 
BAD FOR BUSINESS. 



WORLD'S CHANGED, 
SON. IT'S NOT 
UKE THE OLD CAYS. 
I WISH IT WERE . 
I'D GIVE HIM A 
MEDAL. YOU WANT 
fit MEDAL, SON? 



I LOVE 
/MEDALS..., 


..NOW, SON, 
I'm NOT ASKING 
VOU TO DRAG HI/M 
KICKING AND 
SCREAMING INTO 
THE STABLE. 
oust seme him 
down... ride 

HIM AROUND 
the tard a 








...ASCENEOF 7DIAL WARFARE/ 
G6HTY- THREE MEMBERS 
OF THE MUTANT SAMS 
HAVE BEEN FOUND, 
SUFFEP/N6 FRCW! BULLET 
ANDSHRAPNEL WOUNDS. 


AMON6 THOSE CAPTURED BY 
RX/CE IS THE MUTANT 
LEADER, WHO CLAIMS THE 
BATMAN USED IYIIUTPRY 
WEAPDNSTNTHEATTACK-AND 
ALSO CLAT/nS TO HAVE 
DEFEATED THE BATMAN /N 
PERSONAL COMBAT... 




BATMAN /S A COWARP. 

i broke n/s8cw6s. i 

CONQUERED THE FOOL. T 
MADE H/N BE6 KRMERCy. 
ONLY BY CHEATING D/D 
HE E&CRPE RUDE. 




tnerestof 
tne mutant leader 's 
STATEMENT IS 
UNFIT FOR 
BROADCAST. 







I LEWS. 

IT ELL 
BEHIND 

, me... 


1 LEAVE 
THE/M 
8EHLNO 
me... 


...WHERE I 
FIRST mST 
. YOU.. . 


. . . BEFORE 
I LEARNED. 
WHAT I /W, 


...AND YOU'RE 
nor FINISHED 
WITH ME. 


J BUTI 1 
CE/V'T DIE. 


..SOMETHING 
SHUFFLES, 
OUT OF SIGHT., 


...SOMETHING 
SUCKS THE 
STALE AIR... 









...claiming 

me #s you/? 

own. 


eyes gleaming, 

UNTOUCHED BY LOYE 
OR JOY DR SORROW.. 


BREATH NOT W ME 
TASTE OE FALLEN FOES. . . 
THE STENCH OF REAP 
THIN6S, DA AWED THINGS. 


R/OR... 


GLAR/N6, 


NAT/N5... 


we mu corns for our 
LEADER. VYEW/LL RAZE 
GOTHAM. WE WILL RAPE 
GOTHAM. WE WILL TASTE 
GOTHAM'S BLOOD. 



ON HEAR/N6 TATS MESSAGE 
FROM THE MUTANTS, 
COMMISSIONER 6ORD0N PUT 
HIMSELF AND H/S MEN 
ON TWENTY- FOUR HOUR 
ALERT- - WH/LE THE MAYOR 
WAS OU/OR TO SHEAR OUT.. 



TH/S WHOLE S/TUAHON IS 
THE RESULT CF GORDON'S 
TNCOMPETENCE-AND of 
THE TERRORIST AOTTONS OF 
THE BATMAN. Z WISH TO 
STT DOWN W/TH THE 
MUTANT LEADER... TO 
NEGOTIATE A SETTLEMENT. 


WHAT DO YOU 
THINK, TR/SH? 
H/S HONOR „ 
GONE NUTS? 





ARNOLD CRIMP P/NGERS THE HE 7H/NKS ABOUT CEP ZEPPELIN 

COU? STEEL THING TN A <S POCKET AND HOW THEY ARE TRYING 

AM? STARES AT THE MOV/E TO MU HITYI. 

MARQUEE AMP COES HOT 
7HROW UP. 



ARNOLD OR/MP TOOK 
THE ALBUM FROM 
THE PECORD STORE 
WHERE HE WORKED 
UNT/L 7HEYFTREP 
H/M THIS AFTERNOON 
AND TRANSFERRED 
"STAIRWAY TO HEAVEN 
TO TAPE. 


THEN HE PLATED 7HE 
TAPE BACKWARDS. 


HE PLAYED LT 
FORTY-SEVEN 
7/MES UNT7L NE 
WAS ABSOLUTELY 
CERTAIN THAT 
FATHER PON WAS 
RIGHT. 



HE HAD NOT 
KNOWN ABOUT 
LEO ZEPPELIN 
UNT/L FATHER 
DONONTVHAD 
EXPLAIN ED IT 
LAST N/GHK 
FATHER DON 
SAID THAT LED 
ZERPEL/N HLDA 
PRAYER TO 
SATAN LNTHELR 
SON6 "STAIRWAY 
TO HEAVEN. 


1 1 M 


THEYH/P/T 

ri % 

VERY WELL . 


THEYRECORDED 


IT BACKWARDS. 






8UTTAEYOUN6 GIRL WHO 
WAS FAINTED L/KEA WHORE 
DIDN'T BEL/EVE HIM. 



THAT WAS TH/S AFTERNOON, TN 
THE STORE. HE EXPLAINED 
IT TO HER VERY CAREFUUY. 
SHE SATD AWFUL WORPS. 




HE LOST H/S TGMPERANP 
BROKE THE RECORD INTO FOUR 
P/ECES THAF WERE EXACTLY 


THE SAME SIZE. 



THE YOUNG 6/PL WHO WAS 
PAINTED JUST L/KEA WHORE 

scpeamed for me manager 

AND THE YY1ANA&ER WALKED 
OUT FROM THE BACK ROOM 
AND WOULDN'T EVEN LfSTEN 
AND F/RED ARNOLD CR/MP. 




ROW ON FMW ON ROW 
ON ROW OF PICTURES CF 
WOMEN AND WORDS 
AND WORDS AND WORDS. 
HE STOPPED AT TH/S 

ONE THE ONE HE /Sm 
R/6HT NOW AND READ 
ME TITLE 7HAT D/D NOT 
MAKE HTM 7HRPW UR. 


THE TITLE TS 
" W SWEET SATAN," 
WHICH IS WHAT 
ARNOLD CR/MP/S 
ABSOLUTELY CERTAIN 
NE HEARD WHEN HE 
PLHYED "STAIRWAY 
TO HEAVEN" 
BACKWARDS. 


7HFTT WAS MTS AFTERYOON, 
TN THE STORE. 



ON THE SCREEN A NUN A NUN 
LS PO/N6 SOMETHING AND 
SHE'S PAINTED EXACTLY L/KE 


A WHORE - 



EVERY MORNING AND EVEN/N6 
UNT/L TONIGHT OE COURSE 
HE HAD WALKED SIX BLOCKS 
OUT Op H/S WAY 70 AIXD/D 
TH/S NEIGHBORHOOD. 



THREE SLAIN IN 
BATMAN-INSPIRED 
PORN THEATER 
SHOOT-OUT. 
DETAILS TO 
FOLLOW... 




/RON MAN YASOUEZ CAN'T TASK 
MS SNICKERS BAA. 

HEKNOYYS HESHOUCP 
BA OUT Of ABAS, our 
ANP HOME, IWA/T/NG 
FCR8/G6ERS TOSENP 

fnes/xtypouars. 

TN/Kry AOK &)CN LEG, 

HE THINKS, TATUNG 
NOTHING. 



BROKEN NOSE YASQUEZ, 

8/6GEKS HAP CAUEPH/M. 
OUST LAUGHEP WHEN IKON 
MAN CR/EP UKE ABAByANP 
&EG6EP FOB ANOTHER FIGHT. 


REELING 
NOTHING ANP 
NOT TASTIN6 
HIS SNICKERS 
BAFt. 


THEN 8I6GEKS PUT H/S FAT 
ARIA AROUNP IRON TUAN'S 
SHOULPER ANP TOUT HUH 
THE ONLY WAY HE COULO 
MAKE /HONEY A ^W. 


HE FH/SHES THROUGH THE 
COTTON HV H/S HEAP ANP 
PE MEMBERS THE CAST T//HE 
HE FEET SOME THING. 


IT WAS IN THE T/RST ANP 
ONLY ROONP OF HIS FAST 
FIGHT. HIS LAST EIGHT WHEN 
CAPTAIN WARRIOR HIT H/M 
ACROSS THE NOSE. 



SUPPENLY H/S EYES ST/NS 
AHP /RON /HAN HURTS AU 
OYER ANP REAUZES HE'S 
REAP/NG ABOUT A MAN. 


A MAN WHO PRESSES UP 
LIKE A MONSTER ANP 
MAKES THINGS RIGHT. 



ANP WHEN HE NEARS THE 
WOMAN SCREAM DOWN THE 
STREET, HE KNOWS HE 
SHCULP BEAFRA/P. 



TNSTEAP HE’S LCOKhVGAT 7HE 
ALARM SYSTEM MAT COST 
H/M TWO MONTHS' PROFITS 
ANP THE YRCW BARS OYER 
HIS W/NPOm THAT MAKE H/S 
BEAUNFUL SHOP COOK L/HE 
A PRISON... 





. . AN UPDATE -THE MAYOR IS 
THIS MMJTE IAI CONSULTATION 
WITH THE MUTANT LEAPED, 
WHO HAS A6REEO 70 MEET 
H/N ALONE. MEANWHILE, WE 
NIAIDR'S LEADERSHIP 
QUOT7ENT HAS SOARED- ■ 
EXCUSE ME... 






THE MUTANT LEADER 
RIPPED WE MAYORS 

...the throat our wm ws 

MAYOR 7EE7H. THE MUTANT HAS 

TS SEEN RETURNED 70 NTS 

DEAD. CELL . MORE ON THIS 

AS WE SET TT. 






7mr's ri6HT~\ne've sot 

ponce woeotape of 

THE MAYOR'S MURDER! 

ONLY ON CHANNEL TWO! 

NOT FOR me SQUEAMISH. 

STAY TUNED. 


SOVIET DESTROYERS HAVE 
BEEN S/6HTEP IN THE 
WATERS OFF COKTO MALTESE.., 

Aivp/ in gotham ary, 

IT ACSO LOOKS LIRE 
IMPENDING WAR- AS 
THE CITY G/ROS ITSELF 
FOR THE MUTANT ATTACK. . . 


CHECK WHAT 'S\7AS7Y- HEY~ 
COM/N, MAN-- j IS THAT WHO 
SOMEA/£C£-v/ I THINK-' 


HP 






(M 



HEY, SWEET 
PIECE-- WE 


JV 




WE CURE 
HER..., 


A FRIGHTENED SILENCE HAS 
FALLEN OVER GOTHAM ■ 
S/LENCE BROKEN ONLY BY 
7HE URGENT WORDS OF 
DEPUTY MAYOR - EXCUSE 
ME -MAYOR STEVENSON.. . 


IF THERE ARE ANY 
MEMBERS OF THE MUTANT 
ORGANIZATION LISTENING, 
PLEASE— PLEASE- WE 
ARE STILL OPEN TO 
NEGOTIATION... 


YOU'VE BEEN THROUGH 
QUITE A LOT, /MASTER 
BRUCE. IT FOLLOWS 
THAT VDUR JURSMENT 
MAY BE IMPAIRED. 






AFRAID WE'RE ^ 
AS REAP/ AS WE'RE 
GOINS TO GET, 

\ CAPTAIN. ITS A 
=fcV m/T//VG SA/HE . 
NOW- 

J&W IE YOU'D LIKE 
/}\ J ID WAIT H£R£- 
• / V— x HAVE A SEAT 


, ALTER IT IN 

1 fizzy way-- 

TAKE ANY 
CHANCES-— 
ANP YOU'RE 
^ FtReP.^i I 


I HAVE 
PEm/L£p 
TONIGHT!? 
. PLAN, .f 


YOUR, 4 
Z6A//VW6 
BEGINS 

WWW 


IT WILL BE BEFORE 

YOU’RE READY FOR /PY/FSCT 
£J3W*T WITH THE £/V£/yiY 


CO/WVIISSIONER-- 
I VE ACWURED 
YOU SINCE I WAS 
A CV//YD. ^ 


HARP TO \ 
TA BELIEVE THAT, 

' YlNDEL, CONSIDERING 
HCW you eor X3UR 006. 


YES, GALLAGHER) HE LOVES 
X DON'T UKE /LYOU.s 
HIWI. n 

I r-'T I'M A/MAZED AT 
. V Lf( HIS JUPSMENT. 
I'VE READ YOUR 
R£CORP,y 




you stand for evexym/n s 

I BELIEVE IN, CcmWSaONER 
r VE AUVAY5 WANTED TO BE 
THE KIND OF COP you ARE. 
t can't mc>£Rsrmp 
HOW you CAN 5UPFCW 
A WS/CANTE. 







stteM&iJttf Wf 














— 60ESF0R ^ 
my THROAT" 


-AHPH/LL ~ 
IT BELOW 
THE ELBOW. 


HBSP/NS-AT 
THE PERFECT 
MOMEHT-- 


81ACHHESS 


COMES IHFPOM 


THE EP6ES 


HAVER? 


TAHEuS 


BET S/OH OF 


POWN 


THE ARM 











JUST AS I PREDICTED- THE 
BATMAN HAS INFECTEP 
THE YOUTH OE GOTHAM- - 
PD/SOVED THEM WITH AH 

insi pious excuse eor 

THE MOST Z/OLENTLY ANTT- 
SOC/AL BEHAV/OR. 


WE'RE HOT TALR/NG ABOUT 
LETT/N6 THE MUTANT LEADER 
60. ONCE HE IS MOBILE 
HE WILL BE ARRAIGNED— 
TO SEE IF HE IS FIT TO 
STAND TRIAL, OR THE 

v/ctym of mental illness 


8ATMA/V? I'M PLAIN TIRED 
OF HEARING ABOUT H/M. 
H/M AND HOW HE DOESN'T 
LET THINGS STOP HUY! OR 
JUST LET THINGS GO THE 
WAY US HUMANS DO. WE 
COUNT TOO 


THOU6H SURROUNDED 
BY SINFULNESS AND 
TERROR, WE MUST NUT 
BECOME SO EMBITTERED 
THAT WE TARE SATAN'S 
METHODS AS OUR OWN 


THE MUTANTS ARE DEAD. THE 
MUTANTS ARE HISTORY. TH/S 
IS THE MARK OF THE FUTURE . 
GOTHAM Ciry BELONGS TO 
THE BATMAN. 



DO NOT EXPECT ANY 
FURTHER STATEMENTS THE 
SONS OF THE BATMAN DO 
NOT TALK. WE ACT LET 
GOTHAM’S CRIMINALS 
BEWARE. THEY ARE A80UT 
TO ENTER HELL. 


SO A BUNCH OF 
PSYCHOPATHS TURN ON 
CRIMINALS, INSTEAD OE 
INNOCENTS- FOR THIS 
YOU WANT TO BLAME 
BATMAN? 


THE PRESIDENT tS CONCERNED, 
YOU CAN BANK ON THAT, PAL . 
BUT DON'T EXPECT HIM TO 60 
JUMPING TN ON GOTHAM 'S 
OWN F/NE MAYOR AND 
GOVERNOR. NO,S/R. THIS IS 
AMERICA. 


I SAID 

NO 

COMMENT 





ter ME T£LL YOU MY SECRET. .. . THEY TELL ME I’M HANPUN& 



THEY WONPER HOW I CAN 
LEAVE IT BEHIND WTHOUT AT 
LEAST A /MONTH OR TWO OR 
FEEL/TVe USELESS. 


F/FTY YEARS OF m/S AWE 
THEY WONDER. 



L/FEW/U BE EASIER NOW. I 

WON r feel l/re pad roan 

ENT/RE C/TY OF SOULS. Z 
WON’T BLEEP WITH EVERY 
S/N6LE ONE OF MY CHILDREN. 



SECRET. THE ONE I'LL TELL 
NOBODY AT THE BANQUET- 





WHEN I THINK OF BRUCE- ANP . . . WHEN I TH/NK OF BRUCE - 
WHAT HE'S IN FOR... I DON'T THEN, I WISH THEY HADN'T 

TH/NK HE CAN POSSIBLY KNOW RET/RED ME. HE'S FINISHED. 
HOW MUCH I BENT ANP AND THERE’S HO WAY TO 


BROKE THE RULES FOR H/M, TELL H/M THAT. 



Z WON 7 8£ SEEING H/TYt 
A6A/N. Z MEAN, SURE, Z'LL 
SEE HIM --HE'S THAT CLOSE 
TOPOL/TE. BUT Z'M OUT OF 
THE PICTURE NOW. OUF OF 
H/S PICTURE. 









NEXT: 












FROM THE WRITER OF 
300 & SIN CITY 

FRANK 

MILLER 

Frank Miller’s classic graphic novel features 
a Gotham City that has sunk into decadence 
and lawlessness ten years after an aging 
Batman retired. The Dark Knight returns in 
a blaze of glory when his city needs him most to 
end the threat of a brutal new generation 
of criminals while encountering the Joker, 
Two-Face and the Man of Steel for the final time. 

“Groundbreaking.” 

-USA TODAY 

“It’s film noir in cartoon panels.” 

-VANITY FAIR 


BATMAN: 

THE DARK KNIGHT 
STRIKES AGAIN 



ALL STAR BATMAN & ROBIN, 

BATMAN: YEAR ONE THE BOY WONDER VOL I 




with 

JIM LEE 



Use the BUY IN PRINT feature to find a comics shop near you. 
Check back here every week for NEW DIGITAL RELEASES! 


